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Senior U.S. District Judge Samuel
Conti to retire after 45 years

By Fiona Smith

After 45 years on the federal bench in San Francisco, Senior U.S. District Judge
Samuel Conti has announced he will retire at the end of this month.

The 93-year-old is the longest serving judge in the Northern District and has
presided over a panoply of cases involving everyone from draft dodgers to wounded
veterans, the Hells Angels to John Fogerty and even President Gerald Ford's would-be
assassin.

Conti's tenure surpasses Judge Ogden Hoffman, the first judge in the Northern
District, who served 40 years from 1851 to 1891.

"When I got on the bench I said, 'T'm going to beat him," and I sure did," Conti said.
"I've enjoyed every day - I've enjoyed the good lawyers and the bad lawyers - it's the
best job anybody could have."

The judge, who was appointed by President Richard Nixon in 1970, is known as a
tough, sometimes irascible, judge who can rake attorneys over the coals.

"He's a very stern judge," veteran criminal defense lawyer Richard B. Mazer, who has
practiced before Conti since 1971, told the Daily Journal in 2011. "When he's on the
bench, there's no foolin' around."

He also built an extended family with the 83 clerks who have worked for him over the
years. Conti has been a "remarkable influence" in his clerks' careers and is a warm and
humble person off the bench, according to Stephen P. Freccero, a partner at Morrison
& Foerster LLP.

On the bench, he's no nonsense and has complete control of the courtroom, Freccero
said.

"[He has] handled every kind of case that's possible in federal court and handled all
of them with the same efficient and even-handed approach, said Freccero. "It's such a
remarkable career it's almost difficult to find appropriate words."

The World War II veteran gained a reputation as a tough sentencer early into his
career, landing the nickname "Maximum Sam," after he sent Vietnam War draft
dodgers to prison for two years, unlike colleagues elsewhere who were granting
probation in such cases.

He sentenced Sara Jane Moore, who attempted to assassinate President Gerald Ford
in 1975, to life in prison. In one of his most formidable undertakings, he presided over
the marathon racketeering trial of 19 Hells Angels members in 1979. It led to death
threats against Conti. He and his family were put under 24-hour police protection for
several years.

In a boost to women in the workplace, he ordered the U.S. Forest Service in the 1980s
to hire and promote more women. He even got schooled on so-called "swamp rock"
when John Fogerty, of the band Credence Clearwater Revival, played his music in
Conti's courtroom as part of a copyright infringement fight with his record company.

More recently, he handled a case in which military veterans sued the U.S. Veteran's
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U.S. Supreme Court

Arbitration case heads to US high court
The gth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals' skeptical
attitude towards arbitration agreements will be
tested by the U.S. Supreme Court, which agreed
Thursday to consider a challenge to an appellate
court ruling against an employer.

Intellectual Property

State Bar ends inquiry into Weil litigator
The disciplinary saga that ensnared prominent
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP patent litigator
Edward R. Reines and prompted the resignation
of a top federal appeals judge has drawn to a
close.

CREJ Front Page

$2 billion antitrust settlement will open
credit default swaps market

A $2 billion settlement reached with a dozen of the
world's largest investment banks for colluding to
control the credit default swaps market will
smooth the creation of new market exchanges.

Judges and Judiciary

Senior U.S. District Judge Samuel Conti to
retire after 45 years

The 93-year-old, appointed by President Richard
Nixon in 1970, is the longest serving judge on the
Northern District.

Securities

Newswire hack may not violate securities
law

In August, SEC brought a large enforcement
action against 32 defendants for hacking into
networks of newswire services, but the alleged
conduct may not have violate federal securities
law. By Mary Ellen Callahan and Michael K.
Lowman

Alternative Dispute Resolution
John B. Bates Jr.
JAMS San Francisco

Corporate

Market consolidation surges, IPOs stall
Despite recent market volatility, deal making in the
U.S. and worldwide remained strong in the third
quarter of the year, bringing overall consolidation
to a level not seen since the frenzy of mergers and
acquisitions in 2007.
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Administration claiming it was failing to provide adequate mental health care. He ruled
that he lacked jurisdiction to hear the claims, but it was a ruling he said he was happy
to see reversed by a three-judge panel on the gth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

The reversal would empower him to order better care for veterans, he said, but that
was cut short after an en banc panel on the gth Circuit took up the case and affirmed
Conti. Veterans for Comunon Sense v. Shinseki, 07-03758.

"I came here as a conservative and I leave as a conservative," Conti said. "I'm the only
Republican on the bench I feel like General Custer sometimes. I like being in the
minority because it makes your adrenaline flow much better."

And while he'd like to see a few more Republicans on the bench, Conti said he works
with a group of wonderful judges.

Chief District Judge Phyllis J. Hamilton, called Conti a hard worker who has taken a
substantial case load despite his senior status. The court will hold a ceremony in his
honor on Oct. 20, she said.

"We're going to miss him tremendously,” Hamilton said. "He would like to just quietly
leave but we think that someone who has served the public on the bench for 45 years
deserves formal recognition and an opportunity for us to express our gratitude for his
service."

fiona_ smith@dailyjournal.com
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Up and Up

In its first year of operation, small firm Huang
Ybarra Singer & May LLP in Los Angeles has
obtained outsize victories for clients.

Government

Criminal justice reform bill draws praise,
criticism

A bipartisan group of U. S. Senators led by Chuck
Grassley, chairman of the Judiciary Committee,
has crafted an ambitious criminal justice reform
bill that seeks to retool mandatory minimum
sentencing.

Law Practice

ABA sets up program to aid state
businesses

The American Bar Association has entered into a
partnership with Rocket Lawyer Inc., the San
Francisco based online legal services provider, to
offer advice to small business owners in California,
Illinois and Pennsylvania.

Juvenile

Bill aims to further regulate juvenile strip
searches

Assembly Bill 303 requires anyone within eyesight
of a minor being searched be the same sex as the
minor. The bill, written by Assemblywoman Lorena
Gonzales, follows years of muffled complaints from
young detainees in San Diego.

Constitutional Law

Fisher II a dangerous attack on
desegregation

This fall, for the second time in as many years, the
U.S. Supreme Court will consider Abigail Fisher's
complaint against the University of Texas at
Austin. By Eva Paterson, Allison Elgart,
David Berger, and Lisa A. Davis

Law Practice

CCBA mulls controversial legislative
agenda

On Oct. 9, the annual Conference of Delegates of
California Conference of Bar Associations will meet
in Anaheim for three days to adopt a legislative law
reform agenda for the 2016 California Legislature.
By John T. Hansen

Ethics and e-discovery

The State Bar's Standing Committee on
Professional Responsibility and Conduct recently
issued Opinion No. 2015-193, defining an
attorney's ethical duties concerning discovery of
electronically stored information. By A. Marco
Turk

Amendments to Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure

In April, the U.S. Supreme Court adopted several
proposed amendments to the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure, which are set to take effect Dec. 1. By
Lauren R. Wright

Letter to the Editor
AB 465 an overdue fix to "pay to play"
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Jjustice

Kim Stone's recent column, "In defense of
requiring employees to arbitrate claims" (Sept. 30)
warrants a response. Studies show employees are
at a disadvantage when required to resolve
disputes by arbitration. By Jeff Rager

Judicial Profile

Dana B. Simonds

Superior Court Judge Sonoma County (Santa
Rosa)

Criminal

Debate on jailhouse informants rages on
A debate between prosecutors and criminal
defense attorneys at an Orange County law school
Wednesday was a microcosm of a state-wide
discussion on the use of jailhouse informants.
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