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Case number: 5:15-cv-02502-RMW 

Title: Chang v. County of Santa Clara, et al. 

Tentative 
Ruling: 

Judgment as a matter of law is denied as to defendant Strickland because 
defendant participated in the excessive use of force. 
 
For the motion for judgment as a matter of law against the County, what 
evidence was presented regarding the content of plaintiff’s complaint to 
Internal Affairs? Is there evidence that plaintiff complained about excessive 
use of force as opposed to something else? 
 
The motion for attorneys’ fees is granted, but in an amount significantly less 
than that requested by plaintiff.  

1. Would granting judgment as a matter of law in favor of the County 
affect the fee motion? 

2. How, if at all, does the amount that plaintiff recovered in damages 
affect the amount in fees that the court can award? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


